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Press release 

Online global symposium on the current status of minimally 
invasive spinal surgery sets standards 
 

ESPINEA® Academy, Karlsruhe sets focus on endoscopic livestream 

 
Karlsruhe, January 18, 2021 - ESPINEA® 
 
The Global Symposium of the ESPINEA® Academy in Karlsruhe, sponsored by joimax®, showed how 
modern advanced training for surgeons works. Over four days, and with over 300 participants from all 
over the world, the latest endoscopic surgical methods for spinal diseases were presented and 
demonstrated in live operations. ESPINEA® had twelve of the most renowned spinal surgeons 
worldwide presenting case studies, giving tips and tricks, and allowing people to look over their 
shoulders while operating. The view through the endoscope in the live stream made it possible for 
surgeons from all over the world to understand exactly how endoscopic operations are carried out. 
“You can only get closer if you do it yourself!”, said one participant. 
 

 
 
"We will expand this format further", says Wolfgang Ries, the academy's founder and chairman. 
“Minimally invasive spinal surgery is developing into the gold standard for back problems that need 
surgery. A large number of studies show that it is superior to conventional methods of open spine 
surgery. Unfortunately, this technique is still not taught in most training centers around the world. " 
ESPINEA® fills this gap with an extensive training program. Webinar formats are unavoidable in the 
Corona period. The coupling of the surgical instruments used with the live stream is a special 
achievement. “The enthusiasm of the participants in the Global Symposium confirms that we are 
developing this offer further,” confirms Wolfgang Ries. “But of course we also offer face-to-face 
courses at various locations around the world. After all, it's learning by doing! " 
 
The ESPINEA® Academy was founded by joimax® in February 2019 and first presented to the public 
by Wolfgang Ries (CEO and founder of joimax®) in March 2019 at the joimax® faculty and user 
meeting in Salzburg. In the meantime, ESPINEA® has been accredited by the oldest surgical college 
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in the world, the Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh, and is allowed to award advanced medical 
training credits for Continuing Professional Development (CPD points) for events such as the Global 
Symposium. Surgeons must prove this to their competent chamber as part of medical quality 
assurance. 
 
As part of the Global Symposium, the three board members Menno Iprenburg from the Iprenburg 
Spine Clinic in Hospitaal Veenhuizen te Veenhuizen, Netherlands, Sang-Ho Lee, President of 
Wooridul Spine Hospital, Korea, and J. N. Alistair Gibson, from the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Edinburgh switched on. “It was worth taking part just to hear these luminaries in person!” said one 
participant. “But the best part was the opportunity to see the operation as if you were performing it 
yourself. I will certainly recommend it and definitely take part again myself!” For the next Global 
Symposium, ESPINEA® will definitely pay more attention to streaming quality, as a lot more 
participants can be expected. 
 
#education  
#knowledge 
#global  
#endoscopy  
#endoscopicsurgery  
#goldstandard 
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